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but from the time he reached London it is quite evident
that he was possessed with no other idea than to become an
actor, and the chronicle is now one of his apprenticeship
in the theatre.

His pocket-book was soon flat. It is certain, however,
that there was no more perfectly tailored and groomed,
young gentleman on the parade than he. His acquaint-
ance quickly extended to the leading lights of the artistic
and Bohemian world. Old Derby school-mates looked
him up. Over a modest supper, fortified with ale and
Scotch, and afterward at the piano, he had a hundred re-
sources by which to make himself fascinating. His friends
brought their friends. Among a certain set: of young swells
Dick Mansfield's chambers became one of the most
popular rallying-points in London. This hospitality soon
exhausted his credit all over the neighbourhood. Hunger
began to pinch.

Perhaps he confided his dilemma to one or two inti-
mates, for directly he had invitations to spend the week-
ends at certain great country houses, where he sang and
played for his friends ancl their guests after dinner. His
extravagance, however, consumed the few sovereigns he
could command. Nevertheless his talents were earning
him something, and he wrote of it to his mother in Amer-
ica with high spirits.

He was taken to the Savage Club, where his cleverness
was attested by the leading entertainers of London.
When Corney Grain was taken sick in the spring of 1877,
Mansfield was recommended as his substitute in the Ger-
man Reed Entertainments. He was to receive eight
pounds a week. This was a splendid salary for any young
man, as salaries went then, or as they stand now on the
London stage. To Mansfield it was a windfall. money advanced for the tickets,nvited to take ingenious
